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Month # of days College Board US Government standards 

via the NC Department of Education 
Content Skills AFL Standards (I Can . . .) 

Aug /Sept 26 COMPETENCY GOAL 1: The 

learner will examine the 

constitutional underpinnings of 

United States government. 

Objectives 
 1 Evaluate the theories and styles of 
democratic government. 

  2 Analyze the philosophy and 
ideologies that influenced the 

formulation and adoption of the 

Constitution. 

  3 Investigate the experiences that 

influenced the beginnings of 

American government. 

Foundations of American 

Political System 
Students will use primary and 

secondary sources of 

information to analyze 

historical events and include 

an examination of the 

credibility of each source. 
 

Students will analyze cause, 

effect, sequence, and 

correlation in historical events, 

including multiple causation 

and long and short-term causal 

relations. 
 

Students will develop theses 

and use evidence to support or 

refute positions. 
 

Students will recognize the 

compromises and consensus 

building that were involved in 

the forging of the Constitution. 

Describe American constitutional 

government and its history. 
 

Trace the philosophical 

foundations of American 

constitutional government 
 

Describe American political 

culture 
 

Evaluate the importance of 

compromise in national founding 

documents 
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Oct / Nov 38 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4 

COMPETENCY GOAL 1: The 

learner will examine the 

constitutional underpinnings of 

United States government. 
1.01 Understand the implication(s) of 

separation of powers as a foundation 
of American government. 

 
COMPETENCY GOAL 4: The 

learner will examine and 

understand the institutions of 

national government: the 

Congress, the Presidency, the 

Bureaucracy, the Federal Courts. 
.01 Examine the Constitutional 

framework for these institutions. 

4.02 Explain the legislative process. 

4.05 Understand the relationship of 
Congress to the Presidency, 

Judiciary, and Bureaucracy and their 

varying balances of power. 

5.01 Examine the Constitutional 

framework for the Presidency. 

6.01 Examine the Constitutional 

framework for the Bureaucracy. 

6.02 Understand the nature and 
function of bureaucracy. 

7.01 Examine the Constitutional 

framework for the Federal Courts. 

7.02 Understand the judicial process 

and varying types of jurisdiction. 

(a) Hierarchy of the system 
(b) Types of Jurisdiction 

(c) Judicial decision making 

Structure and Functions 

of the Federal 

Government 

Students can analyze multiple 

sources of data to predict 

trends, make inferences and 

arrive at conclusions. 
 

Students will develop theses 

and use evidence to support or 

refute positions. 

Describe the function of each of 

the three branches of the federal 

government 
 

Chart the role of checks and 

balances among the three 

branches of government 
 

Identify the changing role of 

federalism between the state and 

national governments 
 

Identify the difference between 

the government’s foreign and 

domestic responsibilities 
 

Trace the development process of 

the federal budget 
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Dec 17 COMPETENCY GOAL 3: The learner 

will analyze political parties, elections, 

interest groups, and mass media. 

Objectives 
3.01 Trace the development and impact of 

political parties in the United States. 
(a) Functions 

(b) Organization 

(c) Ideological and demographic 
differences between the two major parties 

(d) Implications of the two-party system 

(e) Impact of third parties 

(f) Effects on the political process 

3.02 Understand the operation and evaluate 
the role of elections in American politics. 

(a) Current electoral laws including 
campaign finance 

(b) Nomination process 
(c) Constitutional mandates 

(d) Workings and implications of the 

electoral college 

3.03 Investigate the role and effects of 

interest groups and political action 

committees. 

(a) Range of interests represented 

(b) Activities and appeal of interest groups 
and lobbyists within certain demographics 

(c) Ability of interest groups to exert 

pressure on political institutions to 

influence policy 

(d) Unique characteristics and roles of 

Political Action Committees (PACs) in the 

political process 

3.04 Evaluate the role of the mass media in 

the political system. 

(a) Functions and structures of the media 
(b) Impact of the media on public opinion 

(c) Use of the media by political campaigns 

Political Parties 

and Elections 
Students can analyze 

multiple sources of data to 

predict trends, make 

inferences and arrive at 

conclusions. 
 

Students will develop 

theses and use evidence to 

support or refute positions. 
 

Students can identify 

different forms and effects 

of bias in various political 

expressions 
 

Students will use the process 

of persuasion, compromise, 

consensus building, and 

negotiation to contribute to 

the resolution of conflicts 

and differences. 

Describe the electoral process for various 

offices within the federal government 
 

Identify the philosophies and policy 

positions of each party 
 

Analyze the role and history of minor 

parties 
 

Evaluate the role of the media in American 

politics 
 

Evaluate the accuracy and importance of 

political polling 
 

Describe American demographic groups and 

their impact on the political process 
 

Define the role of state party organizations 
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Jan 17 COMPETENCY GOAL 3: The learner 

will analyze political parties, elections, 

interest groups, and mass media. 
  3.03 Investigate the role and effects of 
  interest groups and political action 

  committees. 

  (a) Range of interests represented 

  (b) Activities and appeal of interest groups     

  and lobbyists within certain demographics     

 (c) Ability of interest groups to exert   

 pressure on political institutions to influence   

 policy 
   (d) Unique characteristics and roles of   

   Political Action Committees (PACs) in  

   the political process 

Activism: Past 

and Present 
Students will develop 

theses and use evidence to 

support or refute positions. 
 

Students will analyze issues 

through the critical use of 

information of various 

primary and secondary 

sources. 
 

Students will investigate 

ways of becoming engaged 

with government and civic 

processes. 

Identify different means of political 

participation 
 

Identify the role of volunteerism and 

organized groups in American political life 
 

Analyze the role interest groups play in the 

legislative process 
 

Trace the history of enfranchisement and 

extension of rights to marginalized groups 
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Feb 21 COMPETENCY GOAL 9: 

The learner will examine and 

understand the development of 

civil rights and civil liberties 

and their impact on citizens. 

Objectives 
9.01 Identify substantive rights 

and liberties. 

9.02 Trace and analyze the 

development of civil liberties 

and civil rights resulting from 

legislative enactment. 

9.03 Trace the development of 

civil liberties and civil rights 

resulting from judicial 

interpretation. 

(a) Freedom of speech, 
assembly, and expression 

(b) Rights of the accused 

(c) Rights of minority groups 
and women 

 
9.04 Apply and evaluate the 

impact of the Fourteenth 

Amendment on the 

constitutional development of 

rights and liberties. 

Civil Rights and Civil 

Liberties 
Students will develop 

theses and use 

evidence to support or 

refute positions. 
 

Students will analyze 

issues through the 

critical use of 

information of various 

primary and 

secondary sources. 
 

Students will 

investigate ways of 

becoming engaged 

with government and 

civic processes. 

Identify historically disadvantaged groups and 

trace the policies which afforded them civil 

rights 
 

Cite specific rights in the Constitution that each 

citizen enjoys 
 

Chart the development of expanding rights 

through landmark Supreme Court cases 
 

Analyze the importance of civil liberties to the 

functioning of a democratic government 
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March/April 38 COMPETENCY GOAL 1: The 

learner will examine the 

constitutional underpinnings of 

United States government. 
1.05 Understand the 

implication(s) of federalism as 
a foundation of American 

government 

State and Local 

Government 
Students will develop 

theses and use 

evidence to support or 

refute positions. 
 

Students will 

investigate ways of 

becoming engaged 

with government and 

civic processes. 

Identify the role of federalism between the state 

and national governments 
 

Define the structure of Ohio state government 

Review the process for voting and registering 

Analyze the effectiveness of local participation 
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May/June 29 COMPETENCY GOAL 8: 

The learner will examine and 

understand the development 

and implementation of public 

policy in the federal system. 

Objectives 
8.01 Investigate the formation 

of foreign policy agendas. 

8.02 Evaluate the role of 

Congress and the President in 

the enactment of foreign policy. 

8.04 Analyze the linkages 

between foreign policy processes 

and the following: 

(a) Political institutions and 

federalism 

(b) Political parties 

(c) Interest groups 

(d) Public opinion 

(e) Elections 

(f) Policy networks 

(g) intergovernmental, and 
non-governmental institutions 

US Foreign Relations: Students will develop 

theses and use 

evidence to support or 

refute positions. 
 

Students will analyze 

cause, effect, 

sequence, and 

correlation in historical 

events, including 

multiple causation and 

long and short-term 

causal relations. 

Identify the departments and agencies 

responsible for carrying out US policies around 

the world 
 

Describe the role of Inter-governmental and 

Non-governmental organizations with which 

the US interacts 
 

Analyze the effect of US domestic policies on 

international issues 
 

Describe the use of both hard and soft power in 

various regions around the world 

 


